
The entertainment for the
weekend was second to none.
GT Swing from Roanoke 
provided Friday night’s music.
GT Swing brought an upbeat
mix of Big Band, jazz, and
swing standards, playing from
8:30 to midnight. The life 
of the party for Saturday was
the Midnight Movers. The
Midnight Mover’s playlist 
consisted of a blend of Motown,
disco, funk, soul, and hip-hop
from 9:00 until 12:30.

Decorations brought the
theme to life in Squires

Commonwealth Ballroom. 
A blend of carnival, midway,
and fair scenes adorned the
walls. The GC Express, a 
massive roller coaster, rounded
the walls on steep hills and
sharp turns. Carnival games
also lined the walls, where
attendees approached the three
dimensional structures to take
pictures and observe in detail
the hard work that members
put into each structure. The
centerpiece, an impressive 
25-by-40-square-foot circus
tent with an animal cage in

the center, was the focal point
of activity.

This year’s Midwinters
Dance was an overwhelming
success. The two night cumu-
lative attendance, estimated 
at 1,000 people, was a 20 
percent increase from last year.
This growth is attributed 
to the effective marketing
schemes put into place over
the past few years, and to 
the many repeat attendees 
who had been very impressed
with past dances.

The hard work and dedica-
tion once again paid off, as
excited faces were seen
throughout the crowd on 
both nights of the dance. 
The devotion of time and
energy from all of the mem-
bers to the week of decorating
was rewarded with a successful
dance. All three elements of
the club’s motto: “Leadership
for Service through Fellow-
ship,” were on display to the
university throughout the
week and weekend.
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Midwinters 2001:
An Evening at the Carnival

By Rodney Fultz ’01 and Will Mayo ’02

THE FIRST WEEKEND OF FEBRUARY ANNUALLY BRINGS 
a time of great fellowship for the German Club. This year was no
exception with the 109th rendition of the Midwinters Dance. The
theme for this year’s dance, titled “An Evening at the Carnival,” set
the stage for a fun-filled weekend.



1929 Mr. Richard Taylor Yates Jr.
1931 Mr. Malcolm G. Robinson
1932 Mr. William E. Betts Jr.
1934 Mr. William Henry Lyne
1937 Mr. Henry Hutton Ferneyhough

Lt. Col. Malcolm L. O’Neale Jr.
1938 Mr. Charles T. Southern Jr.
1939 Mr. Reese J. Bursey Jr.
1940 Mr. Kenneth V. Brugh Jr.

Mr. Philip E. Frankfort
Col. Walter P. Glover
Mr. William B. McSpadden
Mr. Robert T. Priddy
Mr. Lee A. Rhoades
Mr. Daniel G. Shawhan

1941 Mr. George F. Barnes
Mr. John G. Bernard
Col. James C. Dieffenderfer
Col. R. Preston Graves
Mr. Richard N. Hancock
Mr. John A. Howell Jr.
Mr. Clayton H. Hudson Jr.
Mr. Stuart Johnson
Dr. Porter Y. Richmond
Mr. Charles O. Schobel Jr.
Mr. Lee C. Tait

1942 Mr. Beverly Leache Givens
Mr. Charles O’Neale Gordon Sr.
Mr. Howard E. Gray
Mr. Edward Eugene Jones Jr.
Mr. Kermit R. Kelley
Mr. Francis Phelps Payne
Mr. Richard M. Perkins
Dr. Donald Shotton
Dr. George A. Zirkle Jr.

1943 Mr. Alton H. Belcher
Mr. John Regan Cawthon
Col. Lester B. Cundiff
Mr. Robert W. Cunningham
Mr. Harry N. Gustin II
Mr. Edwin H. Hunter
Mr. Robert M. Lyon
Mr. James H. Sale
Mr. Joseph C. Thomas
Mr. J. Randolph Wilson

1944 Mr. Alfred H. Connellee
Mr. Clifford Armstrong Cutchins III
Mr. Henry J. Dekker
Mr. George A. Gehrken
Dr. John D. Godsey
Mr. Joseph L. Jones Jr.
Mr. Howard C. Kearns Jr.

Dr. Fitzhugh Mayo
Dr. Arthur G. Meakin
Mr. Harry P. Musser Jr.
Mr. Marcus L. Oliver
Mr. Thomas Frank Smith Jr.
Mr. Revelle Monds Young

1945 Mr. James T. Fulton
Mr. Frederick G. Hilbish
Mr. Douglas L. Howard
Mr. Charles E. Hunter Jr.
Dr. James B. Jones
Mr. George W. Snead

1946 Mr. Benjamin Everett Ames
Mr. Chapman L. Harrison
Mr. Allen Waller Howard
Mr. Augustus Crenshaw Reed Jr.
Mr. James D. Smith
Col. William H. Tucker Jr.

1947 Mr. Lucian Yates Grove
1948 Dr. John E. Scott Jr.

Mr. Carroll G. Snidow
1949 Mr. George Royden Goodson Jr.

Mr. Donald W. Huffman
Mr. Pelham W. Jolly Jr.
Mr. George B. Vockroth
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T
he Annual Fund 2000
Campaign was a
great success as we
once again exceeded

our fundraising goal for the year. 
The campaign brought in a record
$159,730, which was 109 percent of the actual
goal of $146,000 and 101 percent of our
“stretch” goal. The stretch goal was established 
by combining each of the individual class goals
set by the captains for the classes starting with
1940 and ending with the class of 2000.

A summary of results by class including 
participation is as follows:

Although we achieved our goal, we had 
only 450 contributors out of approximately
1,500 alumni for which we have up-to-date 
contact information. However, this figure is up
from previous campaigns, as we had a significant
number of first-time contributors. Some of the
more impressive classes were 1941 with 11
donors out of a potential 16, or 69 percent. As
for total number of donors, 1983 led the way
with 17. 1956 came in second with 15 and four
classes (`44, `59, ’94, and `95) came in third 

with 13
donors each. The classes of 1962, 1964, and
1970 had 12 donors each.

The success of the campaign can be largely
attributed to the hard work of the decade chair-
men and class captains who wrote letters, called,
and e-mailed their classmates with the message of
the need of supporting the German Club. The

phone calls proved to
be especially rewarding,
as it was tremendous 
fun in catching up with
old classmates. We will
continue to reconnect
with old friends when
the next campaign
begins in early fall.
There is significant
room for improvement
in the current level of

participation. We will also look for ways to make
it easier for alumni to participate, such as mak-
ing credit card contributions via the new web site
currently under construction.

A big thank you goes out to everyone who
worked on the campaign, and more importantly,
to those who contributed. Your participation is a
true testament of your love for the German Club
experience and commitment to helping today’s
generation. A listing of participants in the 2000
Campaign is included.
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ANNUAL FUND CONTRIBUTORS

20s, 30s, Friends  . . . .10 members, widows, friends  . . . . . . . .$  1,850

1940s  . . . . . . . . . . . .69 members out of 158  . . . . .44%  . . . .43,880

1950s  . . . . . . . . . . . .84 members out of 230  . . . . .37%  . . . .29,870

1960s  . . . . . . . . . . . .77 members out of 302  . . . . .26%  . . . .20,285

1970s  . . . . . . . . . . . .51 members out of 300  . . . . .17%  . . . .14,085

1980s  . . . . . . . . . . . .65 members out of 271  . . . . .24%  . . . .33,885

1990s  . . . . . . . . . . . .88 members out of 221  . . . . .40%  . . . .15,380

2000  . . . . . . . . . . . .6 members out of 20  . . . . . . .30%  . . . . . 495

ANNUAL FUND 2000 CAMPAIGN A SUCCESS



1950 Mr. Robert N. Anderson Jr.
Mr. Roger H. Arthur
Mr. Joseph H. Barlow
Mr. Robert R. Beasley
Mr. James D. Duncan
Mr. Oren E. Hopkins Jr.
Mr. M. Franklin Hudgins
Mr. Robert D. Magann
Mr. William C. Pollok
Mr. William R. Reid
Mr. John Augustine Ruffin III

1951 Mr. William T. Miller
Mr. William Ward Moseley
Mr. Robert M. Pinkham
Mr. John A. Umlauf Jr.

1952 Mr. Channing Field Baskerville Jr.
Mr. W. Stuart Johnson
Mr. Douglas C. Petty Jr.
Mr. John A. Snider
Mr. William T. Taylor

1953 Mr. Raymond H. Anderson Jr.
Dr. Donald G. Dudley Jr.
Mr. W. Crawford Jenkins
Mr. Shakeep Kassem
Mr. Jack W. Miller Jr.
Mr. William D. Stark

1954 Dr. James P. Baker
Mr. Gerald D. Beasley Jr.
Mr. James Glen Fleenor
Mr. William T. Hoeck III
Mr. J. Eugene Justice
Mr. Richard L. McCoy
Mr. Lewis S. Stone Jr.
Dr. Charles O. Watlington

1955 Mr. Robert E. Diggs
Mr. Charles S. Farmer Jr.
Mr. William A. Gwaltney
Mr. Forrest H. King Jr.
Mr. Morton W. Lester
Mr. Robert S. Luttrell
Mr. Ashton E. Violette

1956 Mr. Floyd E. Adams Jr.
Mr. Richard M. Arnold
Mr. Bruce A. Beam
Mr. Richard V. Beard
Mr. Gordon D. Bowman II
Mr. Benjamin F. Brinn Jr.
Mr. Franklin D. Brown
Mr. Patrick H. DeHart Jr.
Col. H. David Ebert Jr.
Mr. Eugene M. Grizzard
Mr. Daniel Joe Long
Mr. Ellis P. Monroe
Mr. Charles G. O’Brien
Mr. V. Keith Shelton
Mr. Thomas T. Thompson

1957 Mr. John White Clarke
Col. Thomas J. Dalzell
Mr. Edgar M. Hollandsworth Jr.
Mr. James W. McCabe
Mr. Wiley E. Ring III
Mr. Clarence B. Robertson III
Mr. Robert P. Wingfield

1958 Mr. Owen G. Brown
Mr. Ronald E. Council
Mr. Carlisle R. Davis Jr.
Mr. Victor M. duPont
Mr. Richard G. Luttrell
Mr. Cecil D. Quillen Jr.
Mr. Edward M. Ringley Jr.
Mr. James W. Severt

1959 Mr. Harry F. Geib Jr.
Mr. John W. Hale
Mr. William B. Holtzman
Col. S. Stanley Horton Jr.
Mr. Andrew M. Jackson
Mr. Ramon H. Johnson
Mr. John Fontaine Keeling Jr.
Mr. John A. Muir
Mr. Donald D. Sowder
Mr. Charles A. Weaver
Mr. William D. White
Mr. Harvey L. Williams III
Col. Thomas O. Williams III

1960 Mr. Edwin M. Bartrug Jr.
Mr. Thomas R. Grubbs Jr.
Mr. W. Kenneth Hill
Mr. David E. Hunsicker
Mr. Wilbur L. Smith
Mr. Edward J. Woodward

1961 Mr. Richard A. Dearing
Mr. Charlton A. Gaines
Mr. William D. Gaylord
Mr. Joseph David Mitchell
Mr. Terry L. Strock

Dr. W. David Thompson
Dr. Charles O. Warren Jr.
Mr. Hunter R. Watson

1962 Mr. R. Gilbert Buckman Jr.
Mr. Richard Dougherty Jr.
Mr. Benjamin F. Johnson
Dr. Alonzo L. Jones
Mr. Harold E. Mills
Mr. Edward L. Morey
Mr. R. Gregory Porter III
Mr. C. Warren Price Jr.
Mr. William C. Robertson Jr.
Mr. Robert van Luyn
Mr. S. Hoyt Williams Jr.
Mr. Harry I. Wilson Jr.

1963 Mr. William H. Clingenpeel
Dr. H. Sykes DeHart
Mr. Horace James Fortune Jr.
Mr. James T. Gladwin
Dr. Douglas O. Hubbell
Mr. William Ralston Lecky III
Mr. David E. Lowe
Mr. Louis Kendall Palmer Jr.
Mr. James H. Patterson

1964 Mr. Jacob L. Adams Jr.
Mr. William Jerry Callis Jr.
Lt. Col.Thomas W. Carter
Mr. Lewis L. Dillon Jr.
Mr. J. Burton Eller Jr.
Mr. James E. Gardner Jr.
Mr. Carroll B. Hooper
Dr. A. Curtis Huffman Jr.
Mr. James W. Ritter III
Mr. Thomas A. Rockecharlie Jr.
Mr. M. Walker Spence Jr.
Mr. George L. Yowell

1965 Dr. Wayne W. Campbell
Dr. Clarence Wesley Kitchens Jr.
Dr. Gary D. Knipling
Mr. F. David Magill Jr.
Mr. Richard B. Robertson
Mr. Thomas D. Rust

1966 Mr. Robert O. Munsey
Mr. David S. Phlegar III
Mr. J. Lindley Smith Jr.
Mr. James E. Smith
Br. Gen. David L. Young

1967 Mr. Richard N. Knapp
Mr. Hugh S. Miles III
Mr. James Edward Mrazek Jr.
Mr. Randy W. Sinclair
Mr. Michael P. Zeitfuss

1968 Dr. Daniel C. Booker Jr.
Mr. Wellington H. Jones
Mr. Ralph W. Mullins Jr.
Mr. James B. Richards Jr.
Mr. Jerry B. Schappacher

1969 Col. Daniel J. Cleary III
Mr. John Griffin Durant III
Mr. Franklin P. Earley
Mr. Michael J. Giguere
Mr. Charles O’Neale Gordon Jr.
Mr. Jerome F. Gough
Mr. Carl M. Gray Jr.
Mr. William E. Merkt
Mr. Forrest C. Nuckols

1970 Mr. Robert G. Burleson
Mr. Russell E. Carson
Mr. Otis C. Crowther Jr.
Mr. Robert A. Davis
Maj. Gen. Daniel M. Dick
Mr. Edward D. Dingivan
Mr. Beverly T. Fitzpatrick Jr.
Mr. Terry K. Hagman
Col. Michael G. King
Mr. Roger W. Spence
Mr. William Earle Spruill Jr.
Dr. George R. Umberger

1971 Mr. Carlton Davis Bailey Jr.
Mr. Rubin Coleman Brittle
Dr. Richard E. Browning
Mr. Stephen W. Bull
Mr. Daniel N. Carper
Mr. Alexander G. Green III
Dr. Joseph M. Greene Jr.
Mr. Dennis L. Lee
Mr. Edward T. Overton Jr.

1972 Mr. L. Calvin Henderson
Mr. Alan W. Myers

1973 Mr. Maynard H. Benjamin
Mr. Michael S. Eggleston
Dr. James L. Gates

1974 Mr. Randolph L. Walker
1975 Lt. Todd C. Barnes

Mr. Jerry Smith Chaney Jr.

Mr. Thimothy G. Corvin
Lt. Col. Bradley C. Ebaugh
Mr. Robert L. Freeman Jr.
Mr. Steven T. Griffiths

1976 Col. Douglas W. Anderson
Mr. David J. Dempsey
Mr. Perry A. Reynolds
Mr. John C. Spracher
Mr. Dale L. Wilson
Mr. Stephen A. Witt

1977 Mr. G. Brooking Parker Jr.
Mr. Albert Harrison Poole
Mr. Mark B. Wigginton

1978 Mr. Gary E. Gonet
Mr. Robert P. Routier Jr.
Mr. Richard Weinberger

1979 Mr. Robert Craig Balzer
Mr. Steven M. Lantz
Mr. Joseph F. Miller
Dr. Stephen Nicholson
Mr. Stanhope L. Tignor
Mr. Stephen C. Wright

1980 Mr. Bradley S. Rings
Capt. Terry J. Weisenfeld

1981 Mr. Frank E. Daly III
Mr. Gerald E. Duncan
Mr. Richard Norman Renz
Mr. Mark Davis Roberts

1982 Mr. William S. Goloway
Mr. Glenn A. Sieber
Mr. Joseph H. Timko
Dr. Peter M. Train

1983 Mr. Mark S. Abel
Mr. Steven R. Burns
Mr. Michael L. Burton
Mr. Norman K. Clark
Mr. Stuart Wayne Clarke
Mr. David Stuart Cooper Jr.
Mr. Geoffrey R. Downer
Lt. Col. Frank E. Fields Jr.
Mr. Derek N. Jeffrey
Mr. Richard N. Harris Jr.
Mr. Lynn P. Hemler
Mr. David A. Knorr
Mr. Kevin M. Lewis
Mr. John R. Mays
Mr. Steven D. Mize
Mr. Rodrick A. Palma
Mr. David M. Zaiser

1984 Mr. Christopher M. Ferrante
Mr. Wayland E. Hundley
Mr. Steven Robert Lavinder
Mr. J. Wacho Slaughter
Mr. Steven T. Varner

1985 Mr. Michael T. Foster
Dr. Daniel T. Goulson
Mr. Charles W. Kaufman
Mr. D. Brent Richardson

1986 Mr. Robert L. Bartholomew
Mr. Thomas Stewart Beason
Capt. Gary D. Boward
Mr. David M. Clark
Mr. Wallace S. Covington III
Mr. Kurt Richard Eberl
Mr. Maynard Wilroy Grizzard
Mr. James P. Wood

1987 Mr. James H. Booterbaugh
Mr. Robert E. Brown
Mr. James Taylor Clarke
Mr. Todd Edward Helton
Mr. Keith P. Kitchen
Mr. Charles S. Strickler
Mr. Kord J. Wissmann
Lt. Thomas M. Yambrick

1988 Mr. Edward Winston Beason
Mr. Kevin F. Finn
Mr. Kimble Reynolds Jr.
Mr. Brian J. Stockmoe
Mr. Richard Wade Wharton III

1989 Mr. Jacob L. Adams III
Mr. Jeffery W. Geisz
Mr. Thomas J. Messner
Mr. Donald W. Moore Jr.
Mr. Shawn Edward Pinto
Mr. Scott Allan Sangrey
Mr. Stephen G. Upton
Mr. Tommy D. Williamson Jr.

1990 Mr. Timothy T. Baskerville
Mr. Hary Janos Bottka
Lt. Richard W. Davis
Mr. Billy P. Donavant Jr.
Dr. Charles Michael Hayes
Mr. Willie J. Powers Jr.
Mr. Thomas A. Rockecharlie III

1991 Mr. Brian Dimitri Almond

Mr. David K. Beason
Lt. Michael Edwin Clark
Mr. Damian A. Kelly
Mr. John M. Padgett
Mr. Stephen Lundell Rhudy
Mr. Kenneth R. Smith
Mr. James Kaighin Watts II
Dr. Steven Parker Wrenn

1992 Mr. John Everette Darnell
Mr. Benedict Oliver Dichoso
Mr. Matthew Charles Jackson
Mr. Bradley Eugene Jones
Mr. Melvin William McFall Jr.
Mr. Colin Eliot Wright

1993 Mr. Eric Allen Anderson
Mr. William Laurence Bascom
Mr. John Patrick Billiter
Mr. Brian Scott Dunch
Mr. Gil Rivera Flores Jr.
Mr. Michael Curtis Gartner
Capt. Brian Paul Hartt
Mr. Lawrence David Marsh
Mr. John Fergus Middleton
Mr. Christopher David Morin
Capt. Thomas Lyle Snead

1994 Mr. Christopher Lee Calabro
Mr. Ashraf Hamdy Eisa
Mr. Steven Kyle Fornash
Mr. Mark Daniel Frazier
Mr. Frederick Van Gresham II
Mr. Jeter Clayton Grogan Jr.
Mr. Kevin Patrick Helms
Mr. Richard Anderson Kent
Mr. James Ruffino McMillan
Mr. David Patrick McPherson
Mr. Robert Fulbright Pannell II
Mr. Christopher W. Soong
Mr. Jason Patrick Velivlis

1995 Mr. John Christopher Bunin
Mr. Scott Michael Cowan
Mr. Louis DeCicco
Mr. Darryl Brian Frey
Mr. Casey Shane Gragg
Mr. Mark Edwin Hendrickson
Mr. Walter Kevin Ickes Jr.
Mr. Christopher Erling Kaldahl
Mr. Kevin Michael Murphy
Mr. Steven David Newkirk
Mr. Fabian O. Roberts III
Mr. Eric A. Russell
Mr. Keith Raymond Stemple

1996 Mr. Chad Clifton Alander
Mr. Anthony L. Ciuca
Mr. Roy S. Coleman Jr.
Mr. Brian Douglas Fowler
Mr. Thomas Holland

1997 Mr. Todd A. Anderson
Mr. Sean M. Callahan
Mr. Aaron Walker Gresham
Mr. Robert J. Harris
Mr. Kenneth Francis Hays
Mr. Kenneth W. Keyser
Mr. Joseph John Majewski
Mr. Stuart P. Mease
Lt. Charles Lee Moore
Mr. Robert D. Moser Jr.

1998 Mr. Castigliano Murthy
Bhamidipati

Mr. Griffin Albert Cross
Mr. Matthew Ellison Hatfield
Lt. Mark R. Himes
Lt. William A. Jones IV
Mr. Brian McLaughlin
Lt. Justin D. Taylor

1999 Mr. Mark McLeod Bates
Mr. David Avery Brown
Mr. Michael A. Fennemore
Mr. Edward J. Gill
Mr. Andrew C. Gross
Mr. David C. Haeberle
Mr. Stephen D. Snead

2000 Mr. Christopher Ramsey Duck
Mr. Howard R. Long III
Mr. Aaron L. McClung
Mr. Rush K. Middleton
Mr. Carlos A. Munoz
Mr. Christopher A. Rippel

FRND Mrs. Jerry S. Chaney
Mr. James A. Gresham
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MAY & 
DECEMBER

2001 
GRADUATES
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RYAN CROWLEY
B.S. Civil Engineering

entering Air Force

RODNEY FULTZ
B.S. Industrial
Engineering

accepted position with the
Pepsi Bottling Group

TRAVIS HENRY
B.S. Biology

attending medical school

SETH MITCHELL
B.A. English

entering Marine Corps

JACK SWAO
B.Architecuture

pursuing architecture posi-
tion in Northern Virginia

JAMIE CUSTIS
B.S.Animal & Poultry

Sciences
attending vet school

GRAHAM GAYA
B.S. Electrical
Engineering

accepted position with
Rockwell Automation

ANDY JOHNSTON
B.S. Industrial
Engineering

planning to attend gradu-
ate school

BRAD OSBORNE
B.S. Business
(Accounting)

accepted position with
KPMG

FRANK THEISING
B.S. Electrical
Engineering

entering Air Force

JAMIE DUNN
B.S. Business
(Accounting)

accepted position with
Price Waterhouse Coopers

TOMMY GRAHAM
B.S. Financial
Management

pursuing a position in
financial planning

JEREMY KERFOOT
B.A. Political Science &

History
entering Army

MATT SMITH
B.S. Business

(Management)
accepted position with

Cintas Corporation

PAT THOMPSON
B.Architecture

accepted position with
architecture firm in

Pittsburgh, Pa.

GEORGE FLYNN
B.S. Business (Mgmt Sci)

entering Marine Corps

BRET GRESHAM
B.S. Nutrition, Foods, &

Exercise
planning to attend semi-

nary school

ANDREW LESSNER
B.S. & M.S. Civil

Engineering
accepted position with

Rummel, Klepper & Kahl

MICHAEL STEPHENS
B.A. Economics

accepted position with The
Clark Construction Group

KYLE TURNS
B.S. Business (Acct Info Sys)
pursuing a position in account-

ing information systems

ALEX FRISCH
B.S. Business

(Management)
entering Air Force

JEFF HARRIS
B.S. Biology

accepted internship doing
pharmaceutical research

CHRIS MALLIN
B.A. Public & Urban

Affairs
accepted position with The
Clark Construction Group

TOM SVERCL
B.A. Interdisciplinary

Studies
pursuing a graduate
degree in education



on entered VPI in the fall of
1945, but his career was inter-
rupted after his freshman year
when he received a call from

Uncle Sam to serve in the U.S. Army. He
returned a year later and graduated in 1950 with
a B.S. in industrial engineering. He later
received a commission in the U.S. Corps of
Engineers and served in the reserves for 10 years.

As a student, Don was a member of Omicron
Delta Kappa, Alpha Pi Mu, and Scabbard and
Blade. He was a battalion commander in the
cadet corps and prosecuting attorney for the
Honor Court. He became a member of the
German Club during his sophomore year, and
many of his fellow German Club members are
still his close friends today. As a German Club
alumnus, Don attends regional GCAF events
and is an 1892 Donor. He is an avid Hokie, and
regularly attends home football and basketball
games (season ticket holder since Cassell
Coliseum and Lane Stadium each opened), and
has only missed two bowl games.

After graduating from Virginia Tech, Don
started work as an engineer for Buckeye Cotton
Oil Co., and later worked for the U.S.
Ordinance Department. After this, he made a
major move in his life by leaving the engineering
field and purchasing a men’s clothing store in his

hometown of Lexington, Virginia. While operat-
ing the clothing store, he went part-time to law
school at Washington & Lee University. While
there, he was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa and
the Order of the Coif and graduated magna cum
laude. After graduation from law school, Don
served as United States magistrate and as assis-
tant U.S. attorney before going into private law
practice. He still actively practices law with
Huffman & Nixon, P.C. in Roanoke, Virginia.

Don has served in a number of public service
positions. Governor John Dalton appointed him
to serve on the Virginia Board of Corrections.
Governor George Allen appointed Don to serve
on the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors and
Governor James Gilmore reappointed him to a
second term, which he is currently serving. In
1983, Don was elected by the Republican Party
of Virginia to fill an unexpired term as its state
chairman. Subsequently, he was reelected to two
more full-term years, both unopposed. During
this time, he also was a member of the
Republican National Committee.

Don married Colleen James of Christiansburg
shortly after graduation. They have two
daughters, Terry Allaun of Newport
News, Virginia, and Kelly Ellis of
Roanoke, Virginia. They are
blessed with five grandchil-
dren, one of whom, Will
Allaum, is currently a
freshman at Virginia
Tech. Don is very active
in Shenandoah Baptist
Church. He truly exem-
plifies the attributes of a
German Club man as
described in our ritual.
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By Michael Stephens ’01

The German
Club

once again contin-
ued its winning
tradition by tak-
ing first place in
Delta Gamma’s
annual spring

philanthropy event.
Anchor Splash con-

sists of a week of
events and fundraising to

benefit Service for Sight, a
charity aimed at researching
and finding a cure for blind-
ness. More than 40 organiza-
tions compete for the title of
Mr. and Ms. Anchor Splash. 

The club was eager for a
win after finishing second last
year and came out fired up
for the week’s first events.
Members worked hard and
won the Dreamy Eyes contest
and finished second collect-
ing greeting cards from Delta
Gamma sisters. And after a
soup dinner at the Manor,
the club took first place in

the Campbell’s Soup
label competition. But,
most importantly, was
the first place in the
fundraising competition.
Several members worked
hard all week collecting
donations from local

businesses and many mem-
bers offered their own ser-
vices for a charity auction at
the Manor. The Thursday
night auction attracted a
crowd and after the bidding
closed the German Club had

raised nearly $2,000 for
Service for Sight. 

The Friday night talent
show brought out the best
Virginia Tech student organi-
zations had to offer. The
audience of 500 was treated
to a show of everything from
bands to bagpipes. But the
German Club stole the show
with a song and dance rou-
tine and won the top honors.
Going into Saturday’s swim-
ming competition, victory
was in sight and a strong
showing would secure a win.
Members battled hard in the
pool and after the waves had
subsided the German Club
had secured the title of Mr.
Anchor Splash. For the week,
the club finished first in five
of the seven events and raised
one-third of the money col-
lected for Service for Sight.

Leadership
forService
through

Fellowship
T h e  C l u b  o f  

To d a y  i n  A c t i o n

German Club Wins
Anchor Splash

6



May 2001
CLUB HOSTS

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

By Seth Mitchell ’01

TheGerman Club hosted its Second
Annual Student Organization

Leadership Conference (SOLC) on Saturday
February 17. The conference was a great success
again this year with over 80 current and potential
student leaders from a variety of student organiza-
tions in attendance. 

The conference was designed to provide leader-
ship advice for students actively leading and pur-
suing leadership roles within student organiza-
tions. The mission of SOLC 2001 was to encour-
age and provide student leaders with some of the
tools and competencies that are the hallmark of a
proactive leader and a successful student organiza-
tion, whether academic, professional, religious,
fraternal, service, or cultural. 

The conference, which was held in Pamplin
Hall, consisted of three workshops and a keynote
address. Brad Geiger from the Pamplin College 
of Business spoke on ethical leadership, Richard
Harshberger from University Leadership
Development led a workshop on self-leadership,
and Steve Schneiter from the Residential
Leadership Community and Eric Pappas from 
the College of Engineering spoke on diversity
issues in leadership. The conference concluded
with a keynote address from Christopher Neck
and a reception in the Pamplin atrium.  

The conference was co-sponsored by the
Rotaract Club. Rotaract is a worldwide organiza-
tion of young men and women ages 18 to 30 who
believe they can make a difference. Through com-
munity and international service projects,
Rotaractors help improve the lives of the people
around them. In so doing they develop leadership
skills and professional skills and establish a net-
work of friends. The Rotaract Club of Virginia
Tech is relatively young, but, in its short tenure
has established itself as a growing club dedicated
to service to the university and the greater com-
munity. The Rotary Club of Blacksburg sponsors
this chapter of the Rotaract Club.

The club would like to thank the German Club
Alumni Foundation for its generous support; the
conference would not have been possible without
it. We look forward to next year’s conference and
continued involvement with other student organi-
zations at Virginia Tech.

7

aann  eevveenniinngg  aatt  tthhee

C A R N I V A L

Students, German Club members, alumni,
and friends enjoy a night of dancing at
this year’s Midwinters Dance.
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T
he Virginia Tech Board of Visitors
awarded the Distinguished
Achievement Award to Charles
Forbes at its March 5, 2001, 

meeting at the Virginia Tech Northern Center 
in Fairfax. It will be presented during Commence-
ment exercises on May 12, 2001. The award 
recognizes outstanding service to the university
and a high degree of excellence in a given 
profession or endeavor.

In the case of Charles Forbes that service is 
best demonstrated by two previous statements
about Charles’s career and his accomplishments.
The first is excerpted from an article that
appeared in the 1986 issue of the Forum. It was
written by William T. Walker Jr., associate vice
president of university relations and a colleague 
of Forbes’. It captures Charles’ zeal for service.

“Even as a student, leadership seemed a
natural role for Charlie. Forbes was a run-
ning back on the Hokie football squad, and
he served on the battalion staff in the corps 
of cadets. He was president of his class, and a
four-year member of the German Club, with
service on the executive committee.

After a hitch in the Air Force, Charlie
joined duPont as an engineer and a recruiter;
he later joined Olin Mathieson, where he
became an officer in the Olin Mathieson
Charitable Trust.

In 1965, Charlie accepted the position of
the vice president for development and public
affairs of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center in New York City, where he built 
the center’s development program. During 
his tenure, some $300 million in private 
support was raised.

Throughout his years in the private
sector, Charlie served his alma mater

in numerous alumni leadership
roles. When Tech President Bill

Lavery decided to bolster the
University’s development and
public relations program in
1979, Charlie was the first
man he called.”

Consider the letter in which
Clifford (Cliff ) Cutchins III

’44 and Willis (Pete) S. White Jr.
’47, president and chairman of the

Virginia Tech Foundation, wrote to
Charles after his departure to serve in a

similar position at the University of Delaware:

“Dear Charlie,

The purpose of this letter is to convey the
foundation board’s deepest appreciation 
for your committed and devoted service during
the past 13 years.

When you came to Virginia Tech 
in November of 1979, the Virginia Tech
Foundation’s assets were approximately $20
million. You leave a foundation with more
than $200 million in assets and a university
that now exceeds $25 million per year in 
private support.

Your first major effort was the raising 
of the funds for the first phase of the new
Virginia-Maryland Regional College of
Veterinary Medicine, to match the state’s
appropriation. Your leadership was a key in
providing outstanding veterinary medical 
facilities both in Blacksburg and in Leesburg.

Under your direction and guidance, the
Campaign for Excellence was a monumental
success, raising our confidence level and our
private support to new heights. Your confidence
and support of campaign leadership were instru-
mental factors in attaining a level of $118 
million, more than double our original goal.

Many in the region and in the common-
wealth may take for granted the public radio
station, WVTF, but all of us remember your
strong advocacy for purchasing the 
station in 1981.

We recall your early support for the 
creation of the Corporate Research Center.
Now, as we drive through the Virginia Tech
Corporate Research Center with its 120 acres,
facilities, and many employees, we are pleased
for the foresight and vision of you and others
in encouraging the board to move ahead.
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Your plan to consolidate athletic fundraising

into the mainstream of university fundraising,
along with establishing separate collegiate
fundraising efforts, has created a model, which
other universities seek to emulate.

You, Charlie, were instrumental in the 
creation of the Ut Prosim Society, which 
recognizes the university’s most generous
donors, as well as the William Preston Society
recognizing individuals for their prior service
on the board of visitors.

On behalf of the board of directors of the
Virginia Tech Foundation, we send our very
deepest appreciation and heartfelt gratitude for
all that you have done for your alma mater.”

Charles served as a member of the German
Club Alumni Foundation from 1979 to 1992.

Charles was inducted into the German Club’s
Jeffrey Society along with John Scott ’48 in
October 1993 for their unique and conspicuous
service to the club, the foundation, and the uni-
versity. Charles practices the ritual faithfully – he
believes firmly on its principles. He personifies
the expression “the only way to have a friend is
to be one.” His friends are legion, in and outside
of the club, the university, and the nation. An
active partner in all of Charlie’s endeavors is his
wife, the former Patricia Murphy of Rehobeth
Beach, Delaware. We salute, once again, Charles
Mugler Forbes for his immense contributions to
the club, the university, and to society in general. 
We congratulate him on this well deserved 
recognition of his contribution to the continued
growth and progress of Virginia Tech!

Mark Your
Calendar!
The 110th German Club
Reunion is coming soon.

In the spring of 2002,
we will once more come
together to celebrate the
anniversary of your
German Club. Plan to
come back next spring and
renew friendships and
make new ones – with the
best men in the world! 

Details will be forthcom-
ing, but you can pencil in
the weekend of April 13,
2002, to renew and refresh
your German Club bonds.

GET READY FOR
WWW.GCAF.NET
Yes, our web site is nearing
completion. Even as you
read this, members of the
GCAF board are testing
the site for bugs, for con-
tent, and for general ease 
of use.

Complete details of how
to access the site will be
given in the August 1,
2001, Forum.

Results of 
Reader Survey

A “Reader Response” card was provided in the November
2000 Forum. Eighty-eight alumni, from a mailing 
of 1,650+ newsletters, provided feedback that can be

used to improve your Forum.

In summary, these 88 respondees rated the Forum as 
follows (on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest):

•   Content 4.25

•   Appearance 4.53

•   Readability 4.42

Readers were also asked to rank the types of articles that 
should be included, with these results:

1. Alumni Notes

2. Club News

3. Alumni Biographies

4. Calendar of Events

5. Service Events

6. Club Socials

These data indicate that we should emphasize the above 
six areas of interest, and that we should work to improve the 
content of the individual articles.

One additional change was indicated by the survey —- 
we will begin to publish three issues during the academic 
year instead of two. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school 
year, the Forum will be published for distribution on 
August 1, December 1, and April 1.

Thanks to each of you who responded. Your input is critical 
to our success.
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FOUNDAT ION CENTENN IAL

SCHOLARSH IP AWARDEES

inners of our 2000 Centennial
Fund Scholarships were 
recognized and given special

plagues at the GC Manor at the October 6,
2000, Homecoming weekend banquet. Special
selection committees organized by the Virginia
Tech Honors Department chose the winners in a
campuswide competition. 

The Rising Senior Leadership Award ($2,500)
went to Melissa Looney, a biology student 
from Grundy, Virginia, with a 3.93 GPA. Her
goal is a medical career. She is corresponding
secretary of Golden Key National Honor
Society, a student teaching assistant in the
Residential Leadership Community (RLC),
works with Virginia Tech Upward Bound, and 
is the founder of a new program called the
Residential Leadership Community Partners.
The RLC Partners program is a mentoring 
program for second-year VT students and local
high school students. It also sponsors activities
to help build community between various VT
organizations, including international students.
She has won numerous honors and awards, 
and volunteered many hours to various local
non-profit organizations. 

The Rising Junior Service Award ($1,750)
went to Rebecca Weber, a biology major from
Richmond, Virginia, with a 3.83 GPA. She too
plans a medical career. She is a student teaching
assistant in the Residential Leadership Program
and has been the leader in organizing the new
Biological and Life Sciences Learning
Community Program that began last fall to 
help students adjust to college life. In addition,
she was instrumental in designing a class for 
pre-medical students interested in further
exploring a career in medicine, and is a teaching
assistant in that class. Rebecca is the treasurer 
of the Class of 2002 and is involved in many
campus leadership activities, including ODK,
Phi Kappa Phi, and Golden Key. She also is 
the winner of many honors and scholarships,
and has volunteered many hours to non-profit
organizations. 

The Rising Freshman Award ($1,000) went 
to Karen Berger, an aerospace engineering
major from Durham, North Carolina, with 
a GPA of 3.8. While in North Carolina she 
devoted 1,000 hours to volunteering at the
North Carolina Museum of Life and Science.
She was Youth Volunteer of the Year for greater
Durham and received the Governor’s Award 
for Volunteering in 1997. She was a patrol
leader in the Girl Scouts and earned the Girl
Scout Gold Award. She lettered all four years in
swimming and was the captain her senior year.
She also played field hockey all four years and
lettered as a junior and senior.

W

H O K I E FUN The Manor
football tailgate parties have become quite 
popular with alumni, family, and friends. Details 
on 2001 events will be included in the August
issue.
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OSKAR S. GULBRANDSEN ’40 passed
away on September 21, 2000.

GLENN W. WEBB ’41 died on October 15,
2000.

CHARLES E. HUNTER JR. ’45 died on
February 7, 2001.

CAROL PETTY, wife of Douglas Petty Jr.
’52, passed away in January, 2001.
Memorials can be sent to the German Club
Alumni Foundation. Please designate for
the Carol Petty Memorial Fund. 

70sMAJ. GEN. DAN DICK ’70 
relinquished command of the 13th 

Air Force in Guam and is now the director of
Strategy, Requirements, and Integration for the
U.S. Joint Forces Command located in Norfolk.
New home address is 1525 Dillingham Blvd.,
Norfolk, Virginia, 23511. 

80sTIMOTHY L. MANTZ ’86 and his
wife Dee announce the birth of their

son, Phillip Lawson, on June 10, 2000. He
weighed in at 6 pounds, 14 ounces, and was 18
inches in length.

GEOFF DOWNER '83 and his
wife Beth announce the birth of
their daughter, Hailey Elizabeth.
She was born on April 2, 2001.
She was 21" long and weighed 7
pounds, 6 ounces.
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Corvin is a native of
Wytheville, Virginia. He received
his B.S. in 1975 and his M.S. in
1980, both from Virginia Tech.

Corvin first joined Virginia
Tech in 1980 as assistant direc-
tor of financial aid and later
worked for the Virginia Tech
Alumni Association. He left
Virginia Tech in 1985 to
become a managing partner 
with Young-Preston Associates, 
a consulting firm that works
with non-profit organizations
nationwide. In 1990, he was
recruited by Hollins College to
head its planned giving program,
and in 1993 was named its 
executive director of develop-
ment to manage the college’s
highly successful $48-million
campaign. Corvin returned to
Virginia Tech in 1996 as director
of development of the Smith
Mountain Lake 4-H Educational
Conference Center and orches-
trated its $6 million campaign
for capital improvements.

Corvin was appointed as
senior director of capital support

at Virginia Tech in January 1999
and accepted the position of
interim associate vice president
for development in May 2000,
which has now become his 
permanent position. In this role,
he provides the day-to-day lead-
ership for fund-raising activities
for all college-based and athletic
programs.

T.O. Williams, a member 
of the class of 1959, spent most
of his student life involved 
with the Highty-Tighties as
drum major, and as leader of 
the Southern Colonels jazz
band. He began his professional
career as a pilot in the U.S. Air
Force the day after he graduated
in 1959. He retired as a colonel
in 1986. Williams’ assignments
included Japan, Europe, Africa,
the Middle East, the Cuban
Missile Crisis, and two tours 
in Vietnam. He served on the
faculty of The Citadel, the 
Air War College, and the Air
Command and Staff College.

Williams returned to
Blacksburg in 1986 and served
the university as associate 

director of the alumni associa-
tion. In 1995 he moved to
development as director of
development for university pro-
grams, which oversaw fundrais-
ing for the corps of cadets,
University Libraries, and special
projects. T.O. now directs the
campaign to raise capital for our
Alumni and Conference Center.

Aaron McClung is a 2000
graduate of Virginia Tech with 
a degree in political science.
While at Tech he learned quite 
a bit about philanthropy and 
the many great Hokies who 
have given back to their alma
mater. Aaron joined the develop-
ment staff in August 2000 and
has enjoyed meeting alumni 
and friends of the university. 
As a student, his time was 
devoted mainly to the Student
Government Association, the
Highty-Tighties, and to the
German Club. 

If you would like to learn
more about philanthropy at
Virginia Tech, call 1-800-533-
1144 or visit our web site at
www.unirel.vt.edu/alumnicenter/. 

I N  M E M O R I A M

G C  A L U M N I
N O T E S

— continued from page 12
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UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT

ENSURING THE FUTURE OF

VIRGINIA TECH

by Aaron McClung ’00

N ot long ago, Virginia Tech was 
a relatively unknown state 
university made up of a corps 

of cadets and a small group of students known 
as “civilians.” Since the 1960s, the university 

has made dramatic advances in higher education
and is now ranked 28th in the nation for public
institutions in U.S. News & World Report 2000.

How does a school become ranked? Quality 
of education is one of the top quantifiers. Of
course, the support of alumni, corporations, 
and foundations greatly affect program quality
and the direction of a university. There are 
three German Club alumni working in
University Development who are leading 
this effort at Virginia Tech. Thim Corvin ’75,
associate vice president for development; Col.
T.O. Williams ’59 (USAF, Ret.), director of 
the Alumni and Conference Center Campaign;
and Aaron McClung ’00, assistant director for
the campaign, are all German Club alumni who
made helping their alma mater a career decision.

“What does it take to work in fundraising?” 
I asked Corvin when I began in August. “A 
love for your cause, personal motivation, and
sociability,” he said. Quite true! Corvin has a
wealth of experience and expertise, which serves
the university well in its fundraising.

— continued on page 11

Left to right:Aaron

McClung,Thim Corvin,

and T.O.Williams.


